Donkey and Darkness
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‘ - 4, pﬁ;jg oipya-ns 8 — And perceived the place from afar.
+/GENESIS PARASHAS VAYEIRA 22 /413 Abraham saw a cloud hovering over the mountain and rec-
ognized it as signifying God's Presence (Pirkei D'Rabbi

4 On the third day, Abraham raised his eyes and perceived the place from afar. ® And Abraham Eliezep). He said, "lsaac, my son, do you see What | see?

; : o i ~J "Yes," Isaac said, and Abraham understood that Isaac had
said to his young men, ‘Stay here by yourselves with the donkey, while I and the lad will go the degree of spiritual insight that made him worthy to be an
yonder; we will worship and we will return to you.” offering.

& And Abraham took the wood for the offering, and placed it on Isaac, his son. He took in his

hand the fire and the knife, and the two of them went together. 7 Then Isaac spoke to Abraham
his father and said, “Father — "

He then turned to the two attendants and asked, “Do you
see what | see?” They did not. Noting this, Abraham put
them in the same category as his donkey (next verse) and

P said, in effect, “The donkey sees nothing and you see noth-
— - B V6L YV e Y 1 3 . ing, therefore, stay here with the donkey.”
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rah have to specify that Avraham saw the place
Wl"‘?r:r?\e: :;:t::-:ce“? ?Nouldn"i it l?;ve been sufficient to simply PR DpRR DR XY ()
inform us that he saw the place? prd DR SRw oma TR 1Y AR
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The commentators explain that the Hebrew word for “donkey,” chamor, > : ¥
i ; 7 : U1Tp DWW R MLRW WMER Ama
is derived from the term chomer, corporeality.” What Avraham told U ——
o3 . . < J =
(Ylshmael and Eliezer was essentially, “You belong down here, in the corpo-
real domain. Yitzchak and 1 are about to ascend to higher realms of con-

sciousness, and you will not be able to follow us.” . 5 INSIINE
Stil w ; — (A Of Donkeysand Men  Inthe way we customarily size up people, ob-
L hElp butwonder Why Avraham chose this pazticu serves R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel (“the Alter of Slabodka”) in Ohr HaTzafun,

lar moment to make this statement. There had been a number of in- the fact THaT oRE person 1s more knowledgeable in Torah than s fel-

. ‘ . Tow, or has attained a higher Tevel in his service of God, makes him
stances prior to this when Avraham transcended the bounds of natural mi,em, Than his Tellow. We do not, howfever:, Jace that person In a
human circumstances, and vet he never told his attendants, “Stay here Siferent class. By the Toral's standards, though, any small difference
. . in awareness of God not only places people in different classes, but
with the donkey while I go elsewhere.” uses them to be regarded as totally different beings, so much so that

their relationship to one another 1s like that of a donkey to a man.

! o eateed | i Vitrrhal When Abraham asked his attendants whether they saw what he and
Avraham's transformation caused both himself and Yitzchak to e <t ancl they replied in the negative, Abrahams reaction was,
tzanscend the level of physicality. At that moment the Jewish people ‘Eiﬂge v:u do not see 'fmidkthile1 dznkiv does not see, remain here with
s s s the donkey,” i.e., you are like the donkey.
were removed from the dimension of the physical world. The rest of the Now, who were these attendants? They were Ishmael and Eliezer
i i i i i (Vayikra Rabbah 26 §7, see Rashi here), who, as close disciples of
world remained entrenched in this material environment where a great Abrafam, brad attained high levels of spirituality. A i
chasm separates thoughts from deeds, but the Jewish people entered a \shmael hadwillingly allowed himself to be circumcised for the sake of
X 2 . 5 God (see Midrash above, 55 §4). As for Eliezer, prior to being informed
new dimension, where thoughts and deeds are but two points on a sin- e i 2 8
gle continuum. This is the reason Avraham instructed Yishmael and wat he would beget a son, Abraham had considered Eliezer his spiritual
3 : : . . eir, referring ta him as 5Py pYRT, an acronym, our Sages say (yonma
Eliezer to stav behind with the chamor. While he and Yitzchak entered a % 26b), for Y o1, Je who mf;j and gives to drink, \.e., the dissemis
i e ity, i hi i iri i __nator of his master's teachings to the world! Yet because they did not
different reality, in w ICh. corporeality and spirituality became one, P O v that Abraham and |sa did, percewing Trough ruach
ishmael and Eliezer remained unchanged. (fzakodesh (Divine Inspiration) & cloud hovering over Mount Moriah,
is i i i . hey and their descendants were classified — forever — as donkeys.
This is the true meaning of the Selichos prayer: we beseech God to Recarding achievements i Torah scholarship we ind T s wel.
help us transform ourselves, as Avraham Avinu transformed himself on The Gemara (Shabbos T12b) MMLWM
. Chizkiyah once inguired about the taharah (ritual purity) status of a
Mount Moriah. certain item, and his student R’ Yochanan was able to resolve
ficult inquiry through logical deduction, Chizki ah exclai
Aochanan, “This one is not a mortal!,” which Rashi ins to mean,

“Rather, heisanangel." In hat context the Gemara cites the
R Zeira: "I the earlier ones WEM%'E?
[Tier ones were like men, we are like donkeys™ =)
. generation was greatip Torah, since the earlier SOnS were great- ‘
. « er, he regarded them as totally different beings.
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4. DIPRTNK XN TPY IR OTIAK Ky — Abraham looked up and perceived the place. ..

the place for the sacrifice on Mount Moriah,

7 m — From afar. By the will of God he was granted the ability to see clearly from afar,
as we find (by Moses), Y 92 ni 113K, HAsHEM showed him all the land (Deut. 34:1).

He therefore understood that that particular place was to be the place of sacrifice.

5. 78 ndY 12w — Stay here by yourselves ... so that they should not prevent him or

interfere with him in bringing this sacrifice.

23 Tie G| oF o Tord R Mpek

And perceived the place from afar. The “place” is a

M DipRnTIE XN
el acob: He took from the stones of the

reference to the place mentioned regarding J
Akeidah occurred. Fully aware of the

place [2&11) — the same place where the dah d T.l_ X
Divine promise regarding the posterity of Tsaac that would bear his name (21:12),

uld be Fulfilled with the third generation.

Abraham foresaw that this promise wo ener
[ though incapable of comprehending the sequence of events unfolding just as
A e —APraham nevertheless believed the Divine words.

K he wasabout to sacrifice [saac, Abraham nevertheless believe the

and ‘'lifted uphiseyes(tothet ird generation) and saw Jacob froma ar’ (Zohar).
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3\ Se:gigrg‘: in the haftarah ot the secona day of Rosh
Hashanah we again encounter the word pinTn,
from a distance, as we read (Yirmiyah 31:2): naogx *7 k) 71 pinn
Tpn Tnown 19 Sy Ay o7iy, [lsrael interjects,] (From the distant
past Hashem appeared to me." [God.continues:] And I have Toved
ou with an eternal love, therefore I have extended kindness to @.
y the emphasis on “from a distance,” and what is the signifi-
cance of this term?
z;;’,“Distance" would seem to connote a lack of clarity, for when we
See something that is near us, we see it clearly, whereas when we
see something from a distance it is blurry and unclear. The closer
Avraham got to the site of the Akeidah, the more unfathomable and

distant Hashem'’s command appeared to be and the more difficult
the challenge seemed, due to his inability to comprehend it.

The term pinm, Jrom a distance, also appears in regard to
Moshe's being placed in a box at the riverbank, as the verse states
(Shemos 2:4): 12 iy 7R Ay prp wnng aynm,_His sister stationed
herself at a distance to know what would be done with him. Why
does the Torah have to mention that his sister stationed herself “at
a distance"?

The Gemara (Sotah 12b) teaches that before Moshe was born,

* Miriam prophesied, “My mother is destined to give birth to a son
yvﬁo will save the Jewish people.” When Moshe was born, the house
was flled with light, and her father, Amram, kissed her on the head.
saying, “My daughter, your prophecy has been fulfilled.” But when
Moshe was cast into the river, Amram tapped her on the head and
said, “My daughter, where is your prophecy now?" Miriam there-

- fore stationed herselfat a distance, says the Gemara, to know what
would happen with her prophecy.
" Moshe’s being placed in the river resulted in Miriam's proph-
.ecy seeming distant, for how could he save the Jewish people i
he would meet his end in the river? That lack of clarity as to
{he way Hashern runs the world — referred to in the Torah as
distance” — is also what Avraham experienced at the Akeidah,
and what Yirmiyah describes in the haftarah.

When we find ourselves in a similar situation of feeling dis-
tant because we do not understand Hashem's ways, we can

® Console ourselves with the knowledge that despite the perceived
@ance, Hashem is with us. That is the theme of the haftarah,
which continues with words of consolation: nona nyan WAk Ty
DRy iMNa NKYD 9N YD Ty Sxtn, | shall yet rebuild you and
you shall be rebuill, O Maiden of Israel; you will yet adorn yourself
with drums and go forth in the dance of merrymakers, and so on.
The message is that even if Hashem’s conduct seems “distant” and’
inscrutable, we nevertheless have to believe that He is with us, as
close as He can possibly be, and that He has not abandoned “€

for a moment and will never abandon us, ever. ;
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MY SOLE DESIRE 3
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Hashem Is with Us Everywhere

THE ULTIMATE LEVEL of success in passing a spiritual test in-
volves revealing the truth that the evil and the temptation to

succumb to it — also come from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. When
a person faces a spiritual challenge, when he feels drawn to
forbidden things and impure thoughts — he feels like he's
enveloped in darkness and sliding down a steep incline, and
Hashem feels very ii‘istant. Yes, he knows that it is Hakadosh

Baruch Hu Who helps him overcome temptations and with-
stand tests — but he feels as if he is deep inside a pit and
Hashem is stretching out a Hand from far to rescue him from

the depths.

¥ The situation is altogether different when a Jew knows
that even when he is beset by temptation and confusion, and
darkness seems to be closing in on him from all sides, there
really is no darkness or concealment at all. Hakadosh Baruch

Hu is right there, hiding within the alluring temptations and

the sweeping nisyonos, the falsehood and the evil. The yetzer

hara himself is Hashem's agent and he wants us to defeat him
and serve our Creator faithfully. Once we understand this, we

{pever feel distant and rejected, since we know that Hashemg

directs everything that happens in the world and it is He

Nalone Who presents us with these tests.

3 It was clear to Yaakov Avinu that Hakadosh Baruch Hu

'was with him all the time. Hashem was close to him and sent
him all these difficulties only out of love and closeness. The
trials and the suffering were all part of the kindnesses that
Hashem did for him. Only by going through these ordeals did
he merit to establish the twelve holy tribes and build Am Yis-
rael. Hashem is with us in all the challenges and tribulations
that we experience. He alone arranges every nisayor, and they
are all for our benefit.

The Torah also tells us further along, in parashas Vayigash,
about how Yaakov Avinu went down to Mitzrayim, to his son
Yosef. This was the beginning of the bitter Egyptian exile. As
he was on his way there, Hakadosh Baruch Hu revealed Him-
self to Yaakov and gave him words of encouragement (Vay-
igash 46:3-4): “Have no fear of descending to Mitzrayim, for
1 shall establish you as a great nation there. I shall descend

with you to Mitzrayim and 1 shall also surely bring you up.."
Hashem was giving Yaakov chizuk, revealing to him the secret

of what would grant Am Yisrael the strength to withstand
all the trials of exile. In the most difficult times, we §hou1d

know and remember that Hashem is right there with us: “I
shall descend with you... and I shall also surely bring you up.’
Hashem is telling us — I am going down with you. [ am com-

33

. A major part of the difficulty we experience when fac-
ing challenges and suffering is the fright that overcomes us,

4 the feelings of helplessness and dread as we contemplate the

uncertain future. When a person finds himself in a difficult
situation, it seems to him that the reason he is in such straits
is because Hashem has chalilah abandoned him. As such,

~ ke cannot help but worry about the future, He feels lost and

forsaken.

But that is not the truth. Hashem tells Yaakov: “Have no
fear!” Why? Because “I shall descend with you” I am there
with you in all of your declines; I do not leave you for a mo-

§ment. Even during the most grueling nisyoros and falls, you _

are not alone, because I am the One Who is directing it all.
Hashem prepared us for all of the ¢zaros and exiles that were
vet to befall us, so that we would be able to withstand them.
Even during the bitterest tribulations — we are never lost
and alone, never estranged and distant. We are in Hakadosh
Baruch Hu's compassionate Hands. Hashem controls every

situation and waits for us to withstand His tests and draw
close to Him.

3

(ibid 139:12): “Even darkness will not obscure [anything] from
You; and night will shine like the day; darkness and light are
the same.” To Hakadosh Baruch Hu, there is no difference
between darkness and light. The concept of darkness does not

( exist for Him at all. There are times when it appears to us that

,we are shrouded in darkness, and we remind ourselves that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is with us even then: “If I make my bed
in the grave, there You are” But the truth is much deeper than
that. For Hakadosh Baruch Hu, it is not dark at all; everything
is illuminated: “Darkness and light are the same’ Hakadosh
Baruch Hu alone “forms light and creates darkness”; there is

o force other than Him. Hashem creates and controls the

situations of light and also those of concealment and dark-
o ness — and both of them are only for the best.

A2 Hashem leads us to situations that appear to us to be
dark. He gives us a nisayon for the purpose of having us over-
come it. The truth is that everything is from Hashem, and
every situation contains only good. When we understand
this truth, we will never feel distant, never feel cast into a
dark pit. Whatever situation we find ourselves in, we know
that Hashem Himself has brought us there in order for us

>‘kto prevail and achieve ever greater emunah and closeness to

Hashem.

39

———

290 @i [LLUMINATING OURDAY 2 35 cees™

THE HIDDEN LIGHT

\'_f\\f_hen the words WM 1031 N N — was astonishingly empi
with darkness imply that darkness was the first thing to exis o

implies the higher reality because, in truth, there is no darkn
¥ Hashem is infinite light, so there can be only light. There ar
o however, two types of light: revealed and hidden. To find t

ing along with youdt is [ Who orchestrates the times of gru-? hidden light, one must first search for it, and it can only be foun
eling descent, too, all for the purpose of leading you to your in the darkness. The darkness is like a protective shell holding i
? rectification and to elevate you to a higher level. i (‘ the light, and the greater the darkness, the greater the light

can be found within.

o
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Light as normally understood is the light which is open a

revealed to us, whereas darkness is, i1 2ssence, hidden light

vet unperceived. This light is a much greatet light and needs to &

hidden. It must be discovered and { perceived through hard worl ¢

and sacrifice. The wicked are not woihy of viewing its radiancej

—_

it can only be seen after much toiling in avodas Hashem.

33

Light and darkness are not really separate entities but rather two

YOTZER OHR

types of light. The darkness carries a greater and more radiant light
hidden within it. This is reflected by the first words of the blessing
Yotzer Ohr which correspond to the world of Yetzirah. % 131, Who
forms light, is referring to the lower level of light which is immedi-

ately perceived by all. 7on x, and creates darkness, corresponds

to Beriyah and is referring to the second type of light.
~/This second type of light is first perceived as darkness because
the light hidden within it is so radiant as to be blinding. The light

needs to be hidden in darkness so we will strive to reveal it with

our avodah.
The world of Beriyah is the place of this radiant darkness. This
greater, more radiant light first appears as darkness, but it is later

revealed. Then the darkness dissipates and the stronger, more il-
luminating light shines forth. This idea is symbolized when we

(_ cover our eyes when recitin: Shema

A

We can now explore how the Shema also relates to the world
of Beriyah. The revelation of Beriyah's light is only accomplished
by breaking through the darkness. This aspect of Twn X3, and
creates darkness, is the ideal context for the Shema. When recit-
ing the Shema, we cover our eyes, entering the darkness that will
® soon reveal the brighter light.

The Shema represents the power of total self-sacrifice. Mil-
lions of Jews were martyred with this pasuk of Shema on their

3

lips. Chazal tell us that Jews who have given up their lives to

sanctify Hashem’s name have experienced glorious light and spir-

~itual pleasure. Even though it seemed so dark for these martyrs,

on a deeper level they saw the greatest light.
" When we close our eyes during the Shema, we enter the dark-

ness shifting into the light and find ourselves instead in a place of
great spiritual pleasure.

T — =

Y|  his colleagues close to the destroyed Temple when the noticed

fox leaving the ruins of the Kodesh HaKodashim.

el

_The Sages broke into tears, while Rabbi Akiva began to laugl_:;g;
Rabbi Akiva's piercing eyes penetrated the darkness of the perio&ﬁ
of the Temple's destruction and saw only the light of the foun=
dations of the Third Temple, which will be everlasting. It is ﬂl%
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